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From the Pastor’s Desk
THE HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS
As Catholics it is a wonderful devotion for us to daily pray for the Holy Father’s intentions. In
fact, by offering one Our Father, one Hail Mary, and one Glory Be for the Holy Father’s
intention is one of the three parts of a plenary indulgence. The other two are the reception of
Holy Communion and making a good confession. If all three is done within two weeks a soul,
can receive a plenary indulgence for oneself or it may be offered for the souls of purgatory.
Every month the Holy Father Pope Francis has a particular intention that he prays for. This
month’s intention of the Holy Father is that we may experience the sacrament of reconciliation
with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God. This intention is an intention that I plead
to God so often. I pray that many souls including myself will go to confession during this Lent.
You may have heard me mention this once or twice or a million times.
One of my favorite moments of Pope Francis’ pontificate was when he was hearing confessions
at St. Peter’s Basilica in 2013. As he was walking to his confessional with is secretary, he turned
and went to another confessional and confessed his sins to a priest. I don’t think this priest
expected to hear the Holy Father’s confession! The footage of this story can be found online.
As you know, going to confession requires a certain degree of humility. To acknowledge that we
are sinners, and to confess our sins takes a great act of humility, but also a love for God.
When meditating on the virtue of humility, I am greatly reminded of the life of St. Joseph. St.
Joseph was the humblest man in the world. He truly felt unworthy to be the foster of Jesus and
the husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary even though he loved them both dearly. By God’s
promptings through the angel, Joseph stayed. *
As God wanted Joseph to stay with Jesus and Mary. God wants us to confess our sins during
this Lent. At St. Barnabas, we have scheduled confessions every day. Let us remember the
Holy Father’s intention this month and pray with him and for him: let us pray that we may
experience the sacrament of reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy of
God.
In Jesus and Mary,

* Certain content of this letter was taken from Consecration to St. Joseph by Father Donald
Calloway.
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“Lent is a favorable season for opening the doors to all those in need and recognizing in them
the face of Christ. Each of us meets people like this every day.”
-Pope Francis

Dear Friends:
During the special Lenten season, please allow me to share a special request with you. If you have never
contributed to the Catholic Ministries Appeal, or if you haven’t contributed in a number of years, please
consider making this the year that you join with me and other members of our Parish family to make a
donation to the 2021 Appeal.
As you may already be aware, 100% of all the money raised is restricted to support the objectives,
programs, and mission that serves more than 600,000 people each year, and our parish shares in the
money raised to use for our own local needs.
These programs include services to people in need; affordable housing for senior citizens; people with
disabilities and our veterans; respect life initiatives; and formation of our priests, deacons, lay leaders,
and young people. These are just a few of the programs that help make our church and this Island a
vibrant and wonderful place to live.
But to help ensure that we can always serve those who come to us for aid, support and spiritual guidance,
we need help from you!
If 100 of our parishioners who have not supported us in the recent past made a $25 contribution this year
– think about how many more people we could help! If that amount is more than you can manage,
consider $5 or $10.
Every gift counts and makes a difference in the lives of others! THANK YOU!!
Make checks payable to:
Catholic Ministries Appeal
Parish_________________________________________________

Pledge

$____________

Name_________________________________________________

Down Payment

$____________

Address_______________________________________________
City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________________________
Phone____________________________Signature:__________________________________Date:__________

To make a donation, you can also visit drvc.org/CMA
or call us at 516-678-5800 Ext.296
Thank You!
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The Third Sunday in Lent
First Reading

Ex 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17

In those days, God delivered all these commandments:
“I, the LORD am your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that place of slavery.
You shall not have other gods besides me.
“You shall not take the name of the LORD, your God, in vain.
For the LORD will not leave unpunished
the one who takes his name in vain.
“Remember to keep holy the sabbath day.
Honor your father and your mother,
that you may have a long life in the land
which the Lord, your God, is giving you.
You shall not kill.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,
nor his male or female slave, nor his ox or ass,
nor anything else that belongs to him .”
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Second Reading

1 Cor 1:22-25

Brothers and sisters:
Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,
but we proclaim Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom,
and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.
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Gospel

Jn 2:13-25

Since the Passover of the Jews was near,

Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
He found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves,
as well as the money changers seated there.
He made a whip out of cords
and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen,
and spilled the coins of the money changers
and overturned their tables,
and to those who sold doves he said,
“Take these out of here,
and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.”
His disciples recalled the words of Scripture,

Zeal for your house will consume me.

At this the Jews answered and said to him,
“What sign can you show us for doing this?”
Jesus answered and said to them,
“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”
The Jews said,
“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years,
and you will raise it up in three days?”
But he was speaking about the temple of his body.
Therefore, when he was raised from the dead,
his disciples remembered that he had said this,
and they came to believe the Scripture
and the word Jesus had spoken.

While he was in Jerusalem for the feast of Passover,
many began to believe in his name
when they saw the signs he was doing.
But Jesus would not trust himself to them because he knew them all,
and did not need anyone to testify about human nature.
He himself understood it well.
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Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
We Pray for Our Deceased

Our Finances
02/28/21: $15, 043 03/01/20: $ 16, 865

Cecilia Aku Koryo
Felix B. Mumolo

Number of Envelopes used: 02/28/21: 367

We Pray for Our Sick
Paul Hefner, Geffrey Gruber, Diane Buscemi,
Peter Swiacki, Dawn Nalick Aliberti, Michele Matisan,
Victoria Ronga, Riad Deeb, Kevin Keegan,
Ralph Esposito

03/01/20: 583

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2021
Goal: $115,700
Pledged: $ 3,959

Donors: 8
Received: $ 2,114

Lenten Activities

Special Collections

Stations of the Cross
During lent the Stations of the Cross will be held in
the Church on Fridays at 1:30 PM.

Next Week: Catholic Relief Services

**Notice to All Parishioners**

Lenten Meditation

Visit our new website @
www.stbarnabasny.org for parish
updates, information and donation
opportunity.

Seven Sorrows of Mary
Monday, March 8th at 7:00 PM
An evening of Prayer, Reflection & Benediction
presented by Sister JoAnn Bonauro S.C.

Don’t miss out on information... Please
provide the rectory with your name and
email if you have not done so previously.

Sacrament of Reconciliation-HFC
Monday-Friday following 9:00 AM Mass

Regular Sacrificial Giving

Saturday’s Weekly: 12:30 PM-1:30 PM

Contribute to St. Barnabas with on-line
banking and bill paying services. Call your bank
to request the service. Send a check to St.
Barnabas with a weekly donation indicated.
Include your Name, Address & Envelope
Number.

Monday, March 29th: 3:00 PM-9:00 PM
Holy Thursday, April 1st: 4:30 PM-6:00 PM
Good Friday, April 2nd: 4:30 PM-6:00 PM
Holy Saturday, April 3rd: 12:00 PM-3:00 PM

Rules of Fast and Abstinence
During the season of Lent the Church calls us to fast
and abstain. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are
fast days. Fast means those between the ages of 18
and 59 limit themselves to one full meal and eat
nothing between meals. The other meals on a fast
day are light meals. All the Fridays of Lent, as well
as Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, are also days
of abstinence, which means that those 14 years of
age and older are to abstain from eating meat.

Bread & Wine
Is offered in loving memory of
Elena Allocca
from The Espostio & McKee Families.
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Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
Easter Baskets

Lent is often thought of as a time of sacrifice … a time to
“give up” things such as candy, bad habits and maybe
Since COVID is still with us and for everybody’s
even the internet. Although these challenges help us
safety, we will not distribute the traditional
prepare for larger sacrifices in life, Lent does not have to
Easter baskets to families we serve on a
be a time of “giving up.” Rather, we can make it a time to
regular basis. We will however, be helping
them with their Easter Meal by providing them “give” alms and add something positive to our daily lives
and the lives of others. When it comes to almsgiving or
with supermarket gift cards. Please help by
helping the poor, the Church makes it easy for us
donating a gift card for King Kullen or Stop n
Shop so that all of our needy families can be
through our Lenten program, ‘Giving, Not Giving Up.’
helped, particularly during these difficult
During the five Sundays of Lent, every household is
times. Gift cards can be left at the Rectory
encouraged to bring their alms to Mass each weekend or
Office. Gold Bless you for your generosity.
leave at the rectory during the week.

Lent

CRS Rice Bowl for Lent
Please take home a CRS Rice Bowl for Lent. CRS
Rice Bowl is Catholic Relief Services' faith-inaction program. It offers opportunities for your
family to engage daily with the spiritual pillars of
Lent: prayer, fasting and almsgiving. It's an
opportunity for us as a parish/school to come
together as a community and reflect on what it
means to live out our Gospel call to go out and
encounter those most in need. During the 40
days, we will encounter stories of people around
the world in Guatamala, Uganda, Gaza and other
places where CRS is at work. We'll be invited to
eat simple, meatless meals each Friday. And,
through the stories, we'll learn about the
principles of Catholic social teaching and ways
we can put them into action during Lent and
beyond. We will see how our prayers, fasting
and almsgiving can give hope to those worldwide
that are most in need.

GIVING
NOT GIVING UP

March 7th - salad dressings, mayonnaise,
mustard & ketchup
Remember your
loved ones, living
and deceased, at
Easter by having
Easter flowers on
the altar in their
honor. The offering
is $15. Please fill
out this form and
drop it off at the
rectory or in the
collection basket.
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Lenten Activities
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Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
Banns of Marriage

Adoration

John Hamilton Jr. & Lauren Carlino

Tuesday’s, 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM– Upper Church
Someone is needed to be present at all times
during adoration. If you would like to sign up for
a scheduled time to attend please call the
rectory at (516) 785-0054.

Reed Abahazie & Kirsten Carr

Bellmore Knights
Hall Rental - Looking for a Hall? Please
consider the Bellmore Columbus Club where the
Bellmore Knights of Columbus hold meetings.
Hall rentals for all occasions (engagements,
birthdays, Communions, Christenings,
anniversaries, baby showers, bridal showers,
graduations, etc). For details and availability call
785-9407. Mention the bulletin to get $100 off
(excluding April and May).
We are called to help. Consider joining the
Bellmore Knights of Columbus and do just that.
Contact us at www.bellmoreknights.com to
schedule an interview.

Baptisms
Baptisms are held on Saturdays at 11:30 AM, and
Sundays at 1:30 PM, when the Church is available.
Contact the rectory office at 785-0054.

Men of the Way of Light
The MWL is a Men’s faith discussion group that
meets twice a month in the Holy Family Chapel
(lower church). By exploring Sunday’s readings,
we discuss their relevancy to ourselves, our
families and our community. We use our faith
discussions to help make ourselves better
fathers, grandfathers, brothers, husbands and
friends all from a Catholic viewpoint. Please join
us at our next meeting on Saturday, March 13th
at 9:00 AM following the 8:00 AM Mass. Masks
are required and socially distant seating is
utilized. No matter where you are in your
spiritual lives, you are invited! Men believe that
they have to “get good” before getting with God.
It is actually the other way around! Get with
God in order to “get good!” Here is an
opportunity! All Men Welcomed!

RCIA News
Having been presented to our pastor, Fr.. Jeff as
nearing completion of preparation for the Easter
Sacraments, our RCIA Elect and Candidate continue
the Period of Purification and Enlightenment. All of
us are called to continuing conversion throughout
our lives, so we will join with the Elect in
scrutinizing our own lives and praying to God for
the grace to overcome the power of sin that still
infects our hearts. The Scrutinies are celebrated
throughout the world on the 3rd, 4th and 5th
Sundays of Lent.. Here at St. Barnabas the masses
will be March 7th at 10:30 AM,, March 14th at 9:00
AM and March 21st at 4:30 PM. Please continue to
pray for our RCIA Candidate and Elect.
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Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
Catholic Girl Scout Medals

Virtual Marriage Encounter
To support married couples during this time of
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter
is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some
are on weekends and some span multiple weeks
on a give weekday. Couples will explore their
individual personality styles, improve listening
and communication skills, understand God’s plan
for their marriage, and learn how to keep their
relationship a priority. Registration is limited and
a $100 application fee is required. For more
information or to apply, call John & Toni Torio at
718-344-3700 or visit https://wwmenyli.org/.
“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him." Let us
learn to listen better to each other and God by
participating in a virtual Worldwide Marriage
Encounter experience on Friday/Saturday/
Sunday, March 19-21 and Thursdays/Mondays,
April 8-29.

Congratulations to the following girls
receiving the Girl Scout Religious Awards…
Daisy Girl Scouts, Jesus Loves Me awards:
Giuliana Ferranti, Giuliana Fiore, Julianna
Hartwig, Leia Laboy, Emmy Lefkowitz,
Brooke Murphy, Brooke Sheehan, and
Catherine O’Toole.
Brownies Family of God awards:
Selena Bencosme, AJ Cortes, Keira Ferris,
Bianca Gallo, Angelina Giannillo, Lauren
Hughes, Madeline Ieraci, Hope LaMarca,
Samantha Novoni, Isabella Oliver, and
Annmarie White.
They will receive their medals at a Girl
Scout Sunday celebration as soon as inperson gatherings are permitted.

Retrouvaille Weekend

At the annual Girl Scout Convocation
Juniors: Lily Boehm, Gabriella Hartwig, and
Kaylee Jimenez will receive the Regina
Coeli Medal.

Immaculate Conception,
440 West Neck Road
Huntington, NY 11743

You can help heal your Marriage…
Do you feel alone?
Are you frustrated or angry with each other?
Do you argue or have you just stopped talking to
each other?
Does talking about it only make it worse?

Cadette Isabella Crowe will receive The I
Live My Faith Medal, Seniors Chloe
Henderson and Angela Praino will receive
the Medal for Mary, the First Disciple, and
Lauren McCarthy will receive the Spirit
Alive Medal.

Retrouvaille helps couple through difficult times
in their marriages. This program has helped
thousands of couples worldwide experiencing all
types of marital difficulties. For confidential
information about the Retrouvaille program, or
to register for the upcoming weekend that begins
on Friday, May 14th, please call
1-800-470-2230 and you will be connected
directly and confidentially to a couple from Long
Island/ Metro Retrouvaille who can help.

14

Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
Virtual Concert
March 2021
"An invitation from Fr. Francis

Pizzarelli, SMM, and The New York
Tenors: "The New York Tenors,"
featuring Andy Cooney, Daniel
Rodriguez, & Christopher Macchio,
accompanied by The Big Apple
Orchestra, & with Special Guests
the H.I.M.S. and HER, proudly
presented by The New York Tenors
Virtual Concert to benefit Hope
House Ministries. The concert will
be live streamed Friday, March
12th, 6:00 PM to Sunday, March
14th, 10:00 PM. The tickets are
$25. Please visit: tix.musae.me/
nytenors for tickets. For call 516798- 3014 for more information.

Greetings! We are a dedicated
female unit of the Boy Scouts of
America. Our goal is to prepare the
girls of today to be prepared for
the challenges of tomorrow in a
family-friendly and sage
environment that includes all of
the values of the Scout Oath and
Law. We are a troop from our
Bellmore community and parish.
The troop focuses on helping
others and teaching scout skills and
personal enrichment. We are
currently holding meetings Tuesday
nights safely on ZOOM. For
information, contact Shannon Ham
via email at spoleham@hotmail.

Focus on Religious Freedom
www.cffor.org

Losing Religious Freedom as We Know It - Part 1
Bishops, Ministers, Rabbis, and all people of good will who value
Freedom of Religion, Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Conscience,
and Freedom of Thought, are alarmed at the recent passage of the
misnamed; Equality - and the impending
Do No Harm Act that in reality promote ‘inequality’ and will do
much harm.’ “This legislation seeks to change what is true, what is
scientific, and what pertains to free speech and religious liberty”
wrote Msgr. Charles Pope.
“America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter
and lose our freedom, it will be because we destroyed ourselves. “
Abraham Lincoln
While the stated goal of the “Equality Act” is to amend existing civil
rights laws to ban LGBTQ discrimination in the workforce, housing,
education, and other areas of life, in reality, this “inequality act”
would wrest special privileges for sexual orientation and gender
identity. It seeks to impose an administrative conscience which
would supersede and destroy individual conscience rights.
The Equality Act will:
eliminate women’s privacy & safety, forcing them to share public
bathrooms, locker rooms, showers, and even battered women
shelters with biological males. (It) penalizes female athletes by
allowing biological men to compete in women sports...
erode parental rights and position the government over churches
and other faith-based institutions, potentially dictating how their
facilities are used, who they hire, and punishing them for not
affirming their view of human sexuality that directly contradicts
orthodox biblical teaching.”
politicize the medical profession and denies biological reality…
dramatically expand abortion access and jeopardizes long-standing
federal conscience laws3)
The Equality Act explicitly exempts itself from the requirements
&amp; protections of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act” (4)
which was unanimously approved in 1993, signed by Pres. Clinton.
“We are at a critical point in our culture. Either we are going to
stand up and insist on reality or have an alternative ‘reality’
imposed on us...Either we are going to fight for our religious liberty
and freedom of speech- and ultimately, freedom of thought- or
they will be taken from us” wrote Msgr. Charles Pope.
“It is error alone which needs the support of government. Truth
can stand by itself.”
Thomas Jefferson
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Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
Bishop Andrzej’s

Virtual
Lenten Series
On Friday mornings at
10:00 AM during Lent,
through March 26th,
Bishop Andrzej will use
Zoom to share with you his
Lenten reflections on the
Last Words of Jesus. Join Bishop Andrzej from the
comfort of your home, with a cup of coffee, and
use this as an opportunity to prepare and nourish
your mind, spirit and heart throughout the Lenten
season. Pre-registration is required and can be
done by contacting Suzanne Lynn at 516-7446850 or email westernvicariate@drvc.org. Once
you are registered, the ZOOM information will be
emailed prior to each session of this Lenten
series.
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Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
Religious Education News
REMINDERS
All Families with children in Second Grade –
Both SEAS and Religious Ed - a letter was sent via
mail indicating their child’s dates and times of
their First Reconciliation and Communion.
Religious Ed Families - you should have received
an e-mail on completing the “Blessed First
Reconciliation” book and pick up the “Blessed
First Communion” book.
All students in the Seventh and Eighth Grades –
Both SEAS and Religious Ed - should have
completed their Mass Reflections for Advent and
Christmas and e-mail them to the Religious Ed
office at: stbarnabasocf@yahoo.com. Level 7 and
8 Reflections and Projects are to be e-mail to
stbarnabasocf@yahoo.com as they are
completed with the exception of Level 8 Sponsor
Form which we need the original signed form
either mailed to or dropped off at the Religious
Ed office – the name and address of the Sponsor’s
parish MUST be on the Sponsor Form. An e-mail
was sent last week with more details.
Students Attending Catholic School: If your child
attends one of our Catholic Schools and is in
grade 1, 2, 7 or 8 you must register with the
Religious Education Office so you get the
information for their sacraments. Grade 7 and 8
also need to pick up the packet of projects the
students need to complete on their journey
towards their Confirmation.
Please check your SPAM for e-mails from the
Religious Ed Office
All emails have St. Barnabas in the subject line
and are sent from
notifications@ondemandmail.com
Watch us live
Facebook: St. Barnabas the Apostle

Website: stbarnabasny.org

YouTube: St Barnabas the Apostle Church Bellmore NY
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Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
St. Barnabas New Website
Stbarnabasny.org
Our website is up and running for a couple of
months now and we strongly encourage you to
take a look, as there are many new features
you may utilize:
1. Home – Masses may be streamed at 9:00
AM Weekdays and 12:00 PM Sundays.
2. Sacraments - Masses, Confession,
Anointing of the Sick Adoration, Marriage,
Baptism.
3. Formation - the Pastors’ Sunday letter,
Religious Education, RCIA (Adult Religious
Sacraments) Formed, MT28 and Vocations.
4. News /Event– retreats, meditations.
5. Parish Life – Weekly bulletin, Contact info,
Mass intentions, Ministries, Parish Email
list, Parish Staff, Organizations, Youth
Organizations and Parish Outreach.
6. Give – Lower right is a “give” button. You
may now donate onetime, weekly, or
monthly. With just a press of a button.

Year of St. Joseph
Every Wednesday, when possible a Votive
Mass will be offered to St. Joseph. Also
following the 9:00 AM Mass there will be the
litany of St. Joseph.
"When the Holy Virgin and St. Joseph
intercede together it is very powerful."
St. Andre Bessette
Taken from Consecration to St. Joseph by Father
Donald Calloway.

Those who are preparing to make the
consecration to St. Joseph on March 19 are
welcomed to make the act of consecration
after the 9:00 AM Mass or at the end of the
7:30 PM Latin Mass. They can make the act
of consecration at the shrine of St. Joseph
and receive a blessing from a priest.
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Brunch

Bingo

Hosted by Ladies Auxiliary
Council #3689
Sunday, May 2, 2021
12pm-3pm
101 Frederick Avenue
Bellmore, NY, 11710
$35.00 per person
All guests will receive hot/cold
buffet, Cocktails, one set of bingo
cards
Raffles and extra bingo cards
will be available for purchase
Reservations only
Please RSVP by 4/23/2021
Donna: (516) 221-9696
Teresa: (516) 785-9407
20

MEMORANDUM
To: All Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of Rockville Centre
From: Lisa Honkanen, M.D., Director of the Office of Human Life,
Family & Bioethics
Re: Moral Questions Regarding the New COVID-19 Vaccines (Update) Date:
March 3, 2021
____________________________________________________________________________________
As doses of the new COVID-19 vaccines, under FDA emergency use authorization, have begun to
be administered to people in our country, a number of questions have arisen regarding the morality of
accepting the new vaccines based on the link to abortion in their development and production.
The United Sates Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has released a memorandum, entitled
Moral Considerations Regarding the New COVID-19 Vaccines. This document was authored by Bishop
Kevin C. Rhoades, Chairman, Committee on Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, Chairman,
Committee on Pro-Life Activities. A copy is attached to this memo, and the original may be found at
www.usccb.org/moral considerations-covid-vaccines.
In addition, the National Catholic Bioethics Center has released its own memorandum, entitled Points
to Consider on the Use of COVID-19 Vaccines. A copy of this memo is also attached, and the original may
be found at www.ncbcenter.org.
This memorandum is meant to give a very simple and general explanation of the morality of using the
new COVID-19 vaccines regarding their remote connection to abortion. This memo does not address the
personal decision of an individual as to whether to be vaccinated or not. For a more comprehensive Catholic
moral analysis of the use of the new vaccines, we encourage you to read both memoranda from the USCCB
and the NCBC, as well as going to the website of the Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics of the
Diocese of Rockville Centre for more information which will be updated periodically:
www.drvclife.org or www.vaccinebioethics.com
Ideally, a vaccine will have no connection at any stage of development or production with the use of cell
lines initially derived from an aborted fetus. Unfortunately, none of the four COVID-19 vaccines either
already or soon-to-be available to the public meets this criterion. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, using
mRNA technology, do NOT use morally compromised cell lines in the design, development, or production
of the vaccine. A confirmatory test, however, employing a cell line connected to abortion was performed on
both these vaccines. Thus, while neither vaccine is completely free from any connection to abortion, in this
case the connection to the initial evil of abortion is very remote and ended. In contrast, the Johnson &
Johnson and AstraZeneca vaccines, using viral vector technology, are more morally compromised because
they rely on cell lines produced from a past abortion in the design, development and production stages of
that vaccine as well as in a confirmatory test. Therefore, their connection to abortion, albeit remote, is both
greater and on-going.
Consequently, on moral grounds related to their connection to the evil of abortion, it is recommended that,
of the alternatives available now or in the very near future, the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are
preferred to the Johnson & Johnson and AstraZeneca vaccines.
Both the USCCB memo and the NCBC memo concur that, for grave reasons, it can be morally
permissible for Catholics to receive a vaccine remotely connected to the evil of abortion if there are no
reasonable alternatives available and they make known their objection to the use of morally compromised
cell lines. Indeed, vaccination under these circumstances may be viewed as an act of self-love and charity
towards one’s neighbor in limiting a serious infectious disease. However, it should be noted that there is no
moral obligation to vaccinate.
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Background Screening Update
The Office for the Protection of Children and Young People:
The Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People (The Charter) promulgated by the
Bishops of the United States in 2OO2 outlines specific practices and guidelines providing standards
of safety in parishes and dioceses throughout the United States. As directed in The Charter, the
Diocese of Rockville Centre requires all employees, clergy, and volunteers to complete three
requirements within thirty days of employment or volunteering:
1. Attend Protecting God's Children Program (Virtus)
2. Sign the Codes of Conduct;
3. Complete a background screen application. The Diocese requires all those who remain in active
ministry be rescreened at 5 yr. intervals. volunteers/employees.

A Word on Background Screening of Volunteers:
The Office for the Protection of Children and Young People (OFPCYP) has streamlined the volunteer
application process enabling volunteers to complete the three safe environment requirements in one
step. lndividuals wishing to volunteer in a parish or school:
1. Register to attend a Protecting God's Children class and create a Virtus account on the Virtus
website: www.Virtus.org
2. Electronically acknowledge the Diocesan Code of Conduct- provided during the Virtus registration
process.
3. Follow the instructions to complete the Sterling Volunteers background screening
application background offered during the Virtus registration process.

Active Volunteers:
lf you are active in a parish ministry, have already attended Virtus and have been background
screened you may be at-or beyond-the 5yr. rescreening requirement. lf this is the case, you will
receive an email from Sterling Volunteers asking you to complete the background screening
application on-line. You may access the background screening application by following the prompt in
the email or logging into your Virtus account. Please be aware-this is not a scam nor has your e-mail
been hacked. The OFPCYP has been working with your parish to update the Safe Environment
records and noted it is time for you to be rescreened. You may also be prompted to electronically
resign the Code of Conduct when you log into your Virtus account.
Edit Your Virtus Account:
To access your Virtus account: www.Virtus,org You will need your User name and Password. If you
need assistance, please contact Virtus: 1-888-847-8870 or helpdesk@virtus.org. Once in your
account,review your account information-particularly your e-mail address. lf your account requires
updating,please hit the TOOLBOX tab at the top of the screen. On the left side of your screen in the
green column click "Update My Account" You will be able to make the necessary changes-please
remember to hit the SAVE button at the bottom ofthe screen.
Questions or concerns: mmcmahon@drvc.org; amendoza-cantos@drvc.org; iwinter@drvc.org;
pd itomasso @drvc.org.
Thank you to all who continue to serve in a ministry during these extremely challenging days.
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