St. Barnabas the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church
2320 Bedford Ave, Bellmore NY 11710
Phone: (516) 785–0054

Fax(516) 221-7789

stbarnabasnyorg

THE SALVATION OF SOULS IS THE SUPREME LAW
OUR PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Jeff Yildirmaz, Pastor
ext. 115
Rev. Michael Ngoka, CM,
Associate Pastor
ext. 118

Baptisms:
Saturdays at 11:30 AM &
Sunday at 1:30 PM
(when the Church is
available).
Confessions:
Holy Family Chapel
Weekdays:
Following 9:00 AM Mass
Saturday :
12:30 PM - 1:30 PM
Sunday: 8:15 AM – 8:45AM
Anointing of the Sick:
Celebrated on the fourth
Saturday of the month
after 8:00 AM Mass.
Sacrament of Matrimony:
Contact the Rectory for
Information.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
School
Principal Ms. Leeann Graziose
(516) 785-5709
Christian Formation
Mrs. Marjorie Lampert
(516) 785-0130
Social Ministry
Mrs. Alice Witt
(516) 785-6243

Rev. Shaju Devassy,
Associate Pastor
ext. 119
Rev. Sean Magaldi,
In Residence
MASS TIMES
Monday - Friday: 6:30 AM & 9:00 AM
Saturday: 8:00 AM & 4:30 PM Upper
(and lower church without music)
Sunday: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:15 AM,
10:30 AM, 12:00 PM & 5:00 PM
Church Hours:
Open daily until 7:00 PM
Sundays until 6:00 PM

Music Ministry
Mr. William R. Dione

Rectory Hours:
Mon. - Thurs: 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM- 5:00 PM
Sat. & Sun: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Business & Personnel
Mr. John G. Nappi

Priest Emergency
(516) 590-9981
Maintenance & Security Cell:
(516) 808-5491
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From the Pastor’s Desk
The Traditional Latin Mass
As you might have guessed, I do have a strong affinity and devotion to the Latin
Mass. Although I have offered dozens of Latin Masses both public and private, surprisingly I
have never offered a Solemn High Mass.
With two Latin Mass already publicly offered and another one coming up on March 19th for
the Solemnity of St. Joseph, the parish will offer a Latin Mass approximately once a month or
every other month. It would be about 10-12 Latin Masses a year. For the time being, there
will be just one server due to the circumstances that we are in.
If you have never been to a Latin Mass before, I recommend that you watch my explanation of
the Latin Mass which is currently available online on our parish website and on our Facebook
account. However, there are other videos that are available online on YouTube that explain it
better than I. One of these videos is titled Extraordinary Form of the Mass Explained. It is
narrated by Father Calvin Goodwin from the Fraternity of Saint Peter. It is approximately 34
minutes long.
Permit me to share with you a prayer that is said in the Latin Mass during the offertory. As the
sacred music is being sung, the priest says this prayer in a low voice while holding the paten
with the host on it and looking at the Cross.
Accept, O Holy Father, almighty and eternal God, this unspotted host, which I, Thy
unworthy servant, offer unto Thee, my living and true God, for my innumerable sins,
offenses, and negligence's, and for all here present: as also for all faithful Christians,
both living and dead, that it may avail both me and them for salvation unto life
everlasting. Amen.
How I love this prayer. It is one of my favorite prayers of the Mass. It is a reminder that we
are unworthy sinners. Yet God by His sheer goodness offers himself as the sacrifice for us so
we may be with Him in Heaven.
The Latin Mass has a deeply devotional aspect to it. The priest kisses the altar 9 times. Makes
the sign of the cross 52 times. In fact, from the Council of Trent to the early 1960’s the Mass
was unchanged, and it was the same Mass exactly both in ritual and language in any country
across the world.
I have to say among the youth there is a growing affinity for the Latin Mass. The interesting
part of it is that the Latin Mass is new to them, but it is older than then the town of Southold.
Well, if you never been to a Latin Mass please considering going to the Mass on March 19th at
7:30PM. If you know nothing of the Latin Mass, please watch a video explaining it. Your love
for the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist may grow more by it.

In Jesus and Mary,
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“May the Holy Spirit lead us on a true journey of conversion, so that we can
rediscover the gift of God’s word, be purified of the sin that blinds us, and serve
Christ present in our brothers and sisters in need.”
- Pope Francis

Almsgiving in Lent
Lent is a perfect time for us to pray for those in need - whether it is for their material,
emotional or spiritual needs.
And when you practice fasting and abstinence during these forty days, please
remember those of our neighbors who are hungry and consider sharing your gifts with
them.
One good way to do this is by making a gift to the Catholic Ministries Appeal, which
supports programs that help feed people in our community each year
through both Catholic Charities and our Parish Outreach Centers.

To make a donation, you can also visit drvc.org/CMA
or call us at 516-678-5800 Ext.296
Thank You!
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The Fourth Sunday in Lent
First Reading

2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23

In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and the people
added infidelity to infidelity,
practicing all the abominations of the nations
and polluting the LORD’s temple
which he had consecrated in Jerusalem.
Early and often did the LORD, the God of their fathers,
send his messengers to them,
for he had compassion on his people and his dwelling place.
But they mocked the messengers of God,
despised his warnings, and scoffed at his prophets,
until the anger of the LORD against his people was so inflamed
that there was no remedy.
Their enemies burnt the house of God,
tore down the walls of Jerusalem, set all its palaces afire,
and destroyed all its precious objects.
Those who escaped the sword were carried captive to Babylon,
where they became servants of the king of the Chaldeans and his sons
until the kingdom of the Persians came to power.
All this was to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah:
“Until the land has retrieved its lost sabbaths,
during all the time it lies waste it shall have rest
while seventy years are fulfilled.”
In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia,
in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah,
the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia
to issue this proclamation throughout his kingdom,
both by word of mouth and in writing:
“Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia:
All the kingdoms of the earth
the LORD, the God of heaven, has given to me,
and he has also charged me to build him a house
in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of his
people, let him go up, and may his God be with him!”
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Second Reading

Eph 2:4-10

Brothers and sisters:
God, who is rich in mercy,
because of the great love he had for us,
even when we were dead in our transgressions,
brought us to life with Christ — by grace you have been saved —,
raised us up with him,
and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus,
that in the ages to come
He might show the immeasurable riches of his grace
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and this is not from you; it is the gift of God;
it is not from works, so no one may boast.
For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works
that God has prepared in advance,
that we should live in them
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Gospel

Jn 3:14-21

Jesus said to Nicodemus:
“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
but might have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world might be saved through him.
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned,
but whoever does not believe has already been condemned,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
And this is the verdict,
that the light came into the world,
but people preferred darkness to light,
because their works were evil.
For everyone who does wicked things hates the light
and does not come toward the light,
so that his works might not be exposed.
But whoever lives the truth comes to the light,
so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.
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Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
We Pray for Our Deceased

Our Finances

Kathleen Gallagher, Fabio P. Agostini, John Kernaghan

03/07/21: $14,914 03/8/20: $ 16, 262
Number of Envelopes used: 03/07/21: 362

We Pray for Our Sick

03/08/20: 511

Paul Hefner, Geffrey Gruber, Diane Buscemi,
Peter Swiacki, Dawn Nalick Aliberti, Michele Matisan,
Victoria Ronga, Riad Deeb, Kevin Keegan,
Ralph Esposito
Please contact the rectory to place someone on the
Sick List for six weeks.

Catholic Ministries Appeal
2021
Goal: $115,700

Donors: 55

Pledged: $ 12,506

Received: $ 7,191

Special Collections

Lenten Activities

This Week: Catholic Relief Services
Next Week: Maintenance & Repair

Stations of the Cross
During lent the Stations of the Cross will be held in
the Church on Fridays at 1:30 PM.

**Notice to All Parishioners**

Lenten Holy Hour

Visit our new website @
www.stbarnabasny.org for parish
updates, information and donation
opportunity.

March 18th @7:30PM

Featuring Fr. James Hansen
& Worship Music

Don’t miss out on information... Please
provide the rectory with your name and
email if you have not done so previously.

Latin Mass

March 19th @7:30 PM

Regular Sacrificial Giving

Solemnity of St. Joseph
Rev. Jeff Yildirmaz

Contribute to St. Barnabas with on-line
banking and bill paying services. Call your bank
to request the service. Send a check to St.
Barnabas with a weekly donation indicated.
Include your Name, Address & Envelope
Number. You may donate by visiting
stbarnabasny.org.

Sacrament of Reconciliation-HFC
Monday-Friday following 9:00 AM Mass
Saturday’s Weekly: 12:30 PM-1:30 PM

Rules of Fast and Abstinence
During the season of Lent the Church calls us to fast
and abstain. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are
fast days. Fast means those between the ages of 18
and 59 limit themselves to one full meal and eat
nothing between meals. The other meals on a fast
day are light meals. All the Fridays of Lent, as well
as Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, are also days
of abstinence, which means that those 14 years of
age and older are to abstain from eating meat.

Estate Planning
When preparing your estate plan, consider a
bequest to The Parish of St. Barnabas,
Bellmore. You can make a contribution to
support ongoing operations of the Church or
contribute to a particular project. Your legal
counsel can help you. Thank you.
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Easter Baskets

Lent is often thought of as a time of sacrifice … a time to
Since COVID is still with us and for everybody’s “give up” things such as candy, bad habits and maybe
even the internet. Although these challenges help us
safety, we will not distribute the traditional
prepare for larger sacrifices in life, Lent does not have to
Easter baskets to families we serve on a
regular basis. We will however, be helping
be a time of “giving up.” Rather, we can make it a time to
them with their Easter Meal by providing them “give” alms and add something positive to our daily lives
with supermarket gift cards. Please help by
and the lives of others. When it comes to almsgiving or
donating a gift card for King Kullen or Stop n
helping the poor, the Church makes it easy for us
Shop so that all of our needy families can be
through our Lenten program, ‘Giving, Not Giving Up.’
helped, particularly during these difficult
During the five Sundays of Lent, every household is
times. Gift cards can be left at the Rectory
encouraged to bring their alms to Mass each weekend or
Office. Gold Bless you for your generosity.
leave at the rectory during the week.

Lent

CRS Rice Bowl for Lent
Please take home a CRS Rice Bowl for Lent. CRS
Rice Bowl is Catholic Relief Services' faith-inaction program. It offers opportunities for your
family to engage daily with the spiritual pillars of
Lent: prayer, fasting and almsgiving. It's an
opportunity for us as a parish/school to come
together as a community and reflect on what it
means to live out our Gospel call to go out and
encounter those most in need. During the 40
days, we will encounter stories of people around
the world in Guatamala, Uganda, Gaza and other
places where CRS is at work. We'll be invited to
eat simple, meatless meals each Friday. And,
through the stories, we'll learn about the
principles of Catholic social teaching and ways
we can put them into action during Lent and
beyond. We will see how our prayers, fasting
and almsgiving can give hope to those worldwide
that are most in need.

GIVING

NOT GIVING UP

March 14th - toiletries: soap, toothpaste,
shampoo/ conditioner, deodorant, shaving
cream/ razors, feminine care products.
March 21st - paper products, laundry
detergent, dishwashing liquid, cleaning
products.
Remember your
loved ones, living
and deceased, at
Easter by having
Easter flowers on
the altar in their
honor. The offering
is $15. Please fill
out this form and
drop it off at the
rectory or in the
collection basket.

10

Lenten Activities

Holy Week
March 28th - April 4th
Palm Sunday, March 28th
4:30 PM Vigil
7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:15 AM,
10:30 AM, 12:00 PM & 5:00 PM
Holy Thursday, April 1st
Morning Prayer- 9:00 AM
Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7:30 PM
Good Friday, April 2nd
Morning Prayer– 9:00 AM
The Lord’s Passion - 3:00 PM
Stations of the Cross - 7:00 PM
Holy Saturday, April 3rd
Morning Prayer- 9:00 AM
Easter Vigil– 7:30 PM
Easter Sunday, April 4th
7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:15 AM,
10:30 AM, 12:00 AM
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Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
Adoration
Tuesday’s, 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM– Upper Church
Someone is needed to be present at all times
during adoration. If you would like to sign up for
a scheduled time to attend please call the
rectory at (516) 785-0054.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
The members of St. Barnabas conference would
like to thank everyone who contributed to the
second collection on February 28, 2021. Thanks
to you, we are able to continue to do God’s
work helping the needy of the parish.

Bellmore Knights
Hall Rental - Looking for a Hall? Consider the
Bellmore Columbus Club where the Bellmore
Knights of Columbus hold meetings. Hall rentals
for all occasions (engagements, birthdays,
Communions, Christenings, anniversaries, baby
showers, bridal showers, graduations, etc). For
details and availability call 785-9407. Mention
the bulletin to get $100 off (excluding April and
May). We are called to help. To join the
Knights please visit www.bellmoreknights.com
to Schedule an interview.

Baptisms
Baptisms are held on Saturdays at 11:30 AM, and
Sundays at 1:30 PM, when the Church is available.
Contact the rectory office at 785-0054.

RCIA News
Having been presented to our pastor, Fr.. Jeff as
nearing completion of preparation for the Easter
Sacraments, our RCIA Elect and Candidate continue
the Period of Purification and Enlightenment. All of
us are called to continuing conversion throughout
our lives, so we will join with the Elect in
scrutinizing our own lives and praying to God for
the grace to overcome the power of sin that still
infects our hearts. The Scrutinies are celebrated
throughout the world on the 3rd, 4th and 5th
Sundays of Lent.. Here at St. Barnabas the masses
will be March 7th at 10:30 AM,, March 14th at 9:00
AM and March 21st at 4:30 PM. Please continue to
pray for our RCIA Candidate and Elect.

Men of the Way of Light
The MWL is a Men’s faith discussion group that
meets twice a month in the Holy Family Chapel
(lower church). By exploring Sunday’s readings,
we discuss their relevancy to ourselves, our
families and our community. We use our faith
discussions to help make ourselves better men in
all our relationships all from a Catholic
viewpoint. Please join us at our next meeting on
Saturday, March 27 at 9AM following the 8AM
Mass. Masks required and socially distant
seating is utilized. Our goal is to use the message
in the Scripture to improve who we are as
Catholic men. We share our successes as well as
our failures. ”As iron sharpens iron, so one man
sharpens her.” (Prov 27:17) All Men Welcome!
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Virtual Marriage Encounter
To support married couples during this time of
social distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter
is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some
are on weekends and some span multiple weeks
on a give weekday. Couples will explore their
individual personality styles, improve listening
and communication skills, understand God’s plan
for their marriage, and learn how to keep their
relationship a priority. Registration is limited and
a $100 application fee is required. For more
information or to apply, call John & Toni Torio at
718-344-3700 or visit https://wwmenyli.org/.
“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him." Let us
learn to listen better to each other and God by
participating in a virtual Worldwide Marriage
Encounter experience on Friday/Saturday/
Sunday, March 19-21 and Thursdays/Mondays,
April 8-29.

Welcome to our newest
parishioners baptized into the
Church in February.
Antonio Esposito
Avani Rehan
Lorenzo Luciano Manfre
Eva James Kregler
Dean Phillip Going
Victoria Maya Kolosov
Jameson Thomas O’Leary

Retrouvaille Weekend
Immaculate Conception,
440 West Neck Road
Huntington, NY 11743

Colton Hayes Yager
Rory Rose Korpusiewicz

Virtual Concert - 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM

You can help heal your Marriage…
Do you feel alone?
Are you frustrated or angry with each other?
Do you argue or have you just stopped talking to
each other?
Does talking about it only make it worse?

Friday, March 12th – Sunday, March 14th
Featuring: Andy Cooney, Daniel Rodriguez, &
Chris Macchio and accompanied by The Big
Apple Orchestra. Special Guests: H.I.M.S. and
HER All proceeds will benefit Hope House
Ministries. Tickets are $25 and can be purchased
at: tix.musae.me/nytenors. Call 516-798- 3014
for information.

Retrouvaille helps couple through difficult times
in their marriages. This program has helped
thousands of couples worldwide experiencing all
types of marital difficulties. For confidential
information about the Retrouvaille program, or
to register for the upcoming weekend that begins
on Friday, May 14th, please call 1-800-470-2230
and you will be connected directly and you will
confidentially to a couple from Long Island/
Metro Retrouvaille who can help.

The New York Tenors -

13
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INTERCESSORY ADORATION & PRAYER
FOR PRIESTS AND SEMINARIANS
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Join us in the bi-annual tradition of praying for priests and seminarians of the Rockville
Centre Diocese. Every Priest and Seminarian’s name will be read aloud.
Adoration and silent prayer will take place on
Tuesday, April 13, 2021
Open Hours
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Prayer participants are welcome to come and go at thee participating parishes:
Cure of Ars, Merrick
Holy Name of Jesus, Woodbury
Maria Regina Seaford 4-8PM ONLY,
Our Lady of Poland, Southampton 6-8PM ONLY
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Lindenhurst
St Agnes Cathedral, RVC Holy Cross Chapel
St. Anthony, Oceanside
St. Barnabas, Bellmore 3-7PM ONLY
St. Dominic, Oyster Bay
St. Isidore, Riverhead 6-8 LIVE STREAM
St. Rosalie, Hampton Bays
(saint isidoreriverhead.org)

Please pray along with you fellow parishioners of RVC Diocese and help make praying for priests a regular
devotion two times every year. Every Tuesday before All Souls Day and every Tuesday after DIVINE
MERCY SUNDAY.
Email requests for information on how to host a parish PrayForPriestsDRVC@aol.com or call (516) 458-0004.
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Year of St. Joseph
Every Wednesday, when possible, a Votive
Mass will be offered to St. Joseph. Also
following the 9:00 AM Mass there will be the
litany of St. Joseph.
Greetings! We are a dedicated female unit of
the Boy Scouts of America. Our goal is to
prepare the girls of today to be prepared for the
challenges of tomorrow in a family-friendly and
sage environment that includes all of the values
of the Scout Oath and Law. We are a troop from
our Bellmore community and parish. The troop
focuses on helping others and teaching scout
skills and personal enrichment. We are
currently holding meetings Tuesday nights safely
on ZOOM. For information, contact Shannon
Ham via email at spoleham@hotmail.

I have only my great devotion Joseph. This it is
that guides me and gives me full confidence.
St. Andre Bessette
Taken from the Consecration to St. Joseph by Fr. Donald
Calloway.

Those who are preparing to make the
consecration to St. Joseph on March 19TH are
welcomed to make the act of consecration
after the 9:00 AM Mass or at the end of the
7:30 PM Latin Mass. They can make the act of
consecration at the shrine of St. Joseph and
receive a blessing from a priest.

Bishop Andrzej’s

Virtual
Lenten Series
On Friday mornings at
10:00 AM during Lent,
through March 26th,
Bishop Andrzej will use
Zoom to share with you his Lenten reflections on
the Last Words of Jesus. Join Bishop Andrzej from
the comfort of your home, with a cup of coffee,
and use this as an opportunity to prepare and
nourish your mind, spirit and heart throughout
the Lenten season. Pre-registration is required
and can be done by contacting Suzanne Lynn at
516-744-6850 or email esternvicariate@drvc.org.
Once you are registered, the ZOOM information
will be emailed prior to each session of this
Lenten series.
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Religious Education News
REMINDERS
All Families with children in Second Grade –
Both SEAS and Religious Ed - a letter was sent via
mail indicating their child’s dates and times of
their First Reconciliation and Communion.
Religious Ed Families - you should have received
an e-mail on completing the “Blessed First
Reconciliation” book and pick up the “Blessed
First Communion” book.
All students in the Seventh and Eighth Grades –
Both SEAS and Religious Ed - should have
completed their Mass Reflections for Advent and
Christmas and e-mail them to the Religious Ed
office at: stbarnabasocf@yahoo.com. Level 7 and
8 Reflections and Projects are to be e-mail to
stbarnabasocf@yahoo.com as they are
completed with the exception of Level 8 Sponsor
Form which we need the original signed form
either mailed to or dropped off at the Religious
Ed office – the name and address of the Sponsor’s
parish MUST be on the Sponsor Form. An e-mail
was sent last week with more details.
Students Attending Catholic School: If your child
attends one of our Catholic Schools and is in
grade 1, 2, 7 or 8 you must register with the
Religious Education Office so you get the
information for their sacraments. Grade 7 and 8
also need to pick up the packet of projects the
students need to complete on their journey
towards their Confirmation.
Please check your SPAM for e-mails from the
Religious Ed Office
All emails have St. Barnabas in the subject line
and are sent from
notifications@ondemandmail.com
Watch us live
Facebook: St. Barnabas the Apostle

Website: stbarnabasny.org

YouTube: St Barnabas the Apostle Church Bellmore NY
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Brunch Bingo
Hosted by:
Ladies Auxiliary Council #3689
Sunday, May 2, 2021
12:00 PM-3:00 PM
101 Frederick Ave. Bellmore

The Cost is $35.00 Per Person and includes:
Hot/Cold Buffet, Cocktails and
one set of Bingo Cards.
(Raffles and additional Bingo Cards can be purchase.)

Reservations are required and must be done
no later than April 23rd.
Donna: (516) 221-9696
Teresa: (516) 785-9407
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MEMORANDUM
To: All Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of Rockville Centre
From: Lisa Honkanen, M.D., Director of the Office of Human Life,
Family & Bioethics
Re: Moral Questions Regarding the New COVID-19 Vaccines (Update) Date:
March 3, 2021
____________________________________________________________________________________
As doses of the new COVID-19 vaccines, under FDA emergency use authorization, have begun to
be administered to people in our country, a number of questions have arisen regarding the morality of
accepting the new vaccines based on the link to abortion in their development and production.
The United Sates Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has released a memorandum, entitled
Moral Considerations Regarding the New COVID-19 Vaccines. This document was authored by Bishop
Kevin C. Rhoades, Chairman, Committee on Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, Chairman,
Committee on Pro-Life Activities. A copy is attached to this memo, and the original may be found at
www.usccb.org/moral considerations-covid-vaccines.
In addition, the National Catholic Bioethics Center has released its own memorandum, entitled Points
to Consider on the Use of COVID-19 Vaccines. A copy of this memo is also attached, and the original may
be found at www.ncbcenter.org.
This memorandum is meant to give a very simple and general explanation of the morality of using the
new COVID-19 vaccines regarding their remote connection to abortion. This memo does not address the
personal decision of an individual as to whether to be vaccinated or not. For a more comprehensive Catholic
moral analysis of the use of the new vaccines, we encourage you to read both memoranda from the USCCB
and the NCBC, as well as going to the website of the Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics of the
Diocese of Rockville Centre for more information which will be updated periodically:
www.drvclife.org or www.vaccinebioethics.com
Ideally, a vaccine will have no connection at any stage of development or production with the use of cell
lines initially derived from an aborted fetus. Unfortunately, none of the four COVID-19 vaccines either
already or soon-to-be available to the public meets this criterion. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, using
mRNA technology, do NOT use morally compromised cell lines in the design, development, or production
of the vaccine. A confirmatory test, however, employing a cell line connected to abortion was performed on
both these vaccines. Thus, while neither vaccine is completely free from any connection to abortion, in this
case the connection to the initial evil of abortion is very remote and ended. In contrast, the Johnson &
Johnson and AstraZeneca vaccines, using viral vector technology, are more morally compromised because
they rely on cell lines produced from a past abortion in the design, development and production stages of
that vaccine as well as in a confirmatory test. Therefore, their connection to abortion, albeit remote, is both
greater and on-going.
Consequently, on moral grounds related to their connection to the evil of abortion, it is recommended that,
of the alternatives available now or in the very near future, the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are
preferred to the Johnson & Johnson and AstraZeneca vaccines.
Both the USCCB memo and the NCBC memo concur that, for grave reasons, it can be morally
permissible for Catholics to receive a vaccine remotely connected to the evil of abortion if there are no
reasonable alternatives available and they make known their objection to the use of morally compromised
cell lines. Indeed, vaccination under these circumstances may be viewed as an act of self-love and charity
towards one’s neighbor in limiting a serious infectious disease. However, it should be noted that there is no
moral obligation to vaccinate.
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Our Mission is to Encourage Evangelize & Educate
Focus on Religious Freedom
www.cffor.org
Losing Religious Freedom as We Know It - Part 2

"The Constitutional Freedom of Religion is the most inalienable
and sacred of all human rights."
- Thomas Jefferson

Two anti-religious freedom/anti-freedom bills that lingered in the House and Senate for over two
years are likely to be signed into law soon unless all Americans learn about and oppose these threats
to freedom.
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) recently wrote:
"The Equality Act, passed by the House of Representatives on Feb. 25, does the exact opposite and
needs to be opposed. Instead of respecting differences in beliefs about marriage and sexuality, the
Equality Act would discriminate against people of faith.... (It) would impose sweeping regulations to
the detriment of society as a whole.... In brief, the Equality Act will:
* Regulate thought, belief, and speech
* Explicitly retract religious freedom
* Threaten charitable services
* Hinder quality health care
* Exclude people from various career paths and livelihoods
 Endanger privacy
"Whatever crumb of religious liberty that might be left after enactment of the Equality Act, would
likely be swept up by the Do No Harm Act, a more comprehensive bill that would effectively render
RFRA (Religious Freedom Restoration Act) null and void." (2) "The Do No Harm Act would strip
away the rights of millions of Americans who, because of their faith, are pro-life or support traditional
marriage.
Individual business owners could be forced to participate in, and thus endorse, speech and events they
believe are morally objectionable. For example, a baker may be forced to create a cake design he
finds morally objectionable; a florist, photographer, or tee-shirt designer could be forced to similarly
design a product that violates his conscience or religious beliefs. Each of these situations have come
before the Courts and each time, the business owner’s freedom of religion was protected by RFRA.
"This bill would strip the heart out" of religious freedom law, wrote Dr. Doug Laycock, Un. of
Virginia. "Religion's vast benefit to the whole of American society will only last so long as people of
faith maintain the freedom to exercise religion, not just in their home or place of worship, but at work
and in the wider community," said Matt Sharp at the Alliance Defending Freedom,
Be Silent No More!
Contact your Elected Officials:
Call the Capital Switchboard at 202-224-3121 to be connected to any Representative or Senator's
office. Find Representative's emails at www.house.gov Find Senator's emails at www.senate.gov
"Remember Civil and Religious Liberty always go together:
if the foundation of the one be sapped, the other will fall of course."
- Alexander Hamilton
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Background Screening Update
The Office for the Protection of Children and Young People:
The Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People (The Charter) promulgated by the
Bishops of the United States in 2OO2 outlines specific practices and guidelines providing standards
of safety in parishes and dioceses throughout the United States. As directed in The Charter, the
Diocese of Rockville Centre requires all employees, clergy, and volunteers to complete three
requirements within thirty days of employment or volunteering:
1. Attend Protecting God's Children Program (Virtus)
2. Sign the Codes of Conduct;
3. Complete a background screen application. The Diocese requires all those who remain in active
ministry be rescreened at 5 yr. intervals. volunteers/employees.

A Word on Background Screening of Volunteers:
The Office for the Protection of Children and Young People (OFPCYP) has streamlined the volunteer
application process enabling volunteers to complete the three safe environment requirements in one
step. lndividuals wishing to volunteer in a parish or school:
1. Register to attend a Protecting God's Children class and create a Virtus account on the Virtus
website: www.Virtus.org
2. Electronically acknowledge the Diocesan Code of Conduct- provided during the Virtus registration
process.
3. Follow the instructions to complete the Sterling Volunteers background screening
application background offered during the Virtus registration process.

Active Volunteers:
lf you are active in a parish ministry, have already attended Virtus and have been background
screened you may be at-or beyond-the 5yr. rescreening requirement. lf this is the case, you will
receive an email from Sterling Volunteers asking you to complete the background screening
application on-line. You may access the background screening application by following the prompt in
the email or logging into your Virtus account. Please be aware-this is not a scam nor has your e-mail
been hacked. The OFPCYP has been working with your parish to update the Safe Environment
records and noted it is time for you to be rescreened. You may also be prompted to electronically
resign the Code of Conduct when you log into your Virtus account.
Edit Your Virtus Account:
To access your Virtus account: www.Virtus,org You will need your User name and Password. If you
need assistance, please contact Virtus: 1-888-847-8870 or helpdesk@virtus.org. Once in your
account,review your account information-particularly your e-mail address. lf your account requires
updating,please hit the TOOLBOX tab at the top of the screen. On the left side of your screen in the
green column click "Update My Account" You will be able to make the necessary changes-please
remember to hit the SAVE button at the bottom ofthe screen.
Questions or concerns: mmcmahon@drvc.org; amendoza-cantos@drvc.org; iwinter@drvc.org;
pd itomasso @drvc.org.
Thank you to all who continue to serve in a ministry during these extremely challenging days.
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in the KK Shopping Center

BIRTHRIGHT
Cares About You

Alternative To Abortion
Suffolk
Nassau
929-3447
785-4070
Free Confidential
Pregnancy Test

“One of Long Islandʼs best”
Newsday

Catering Specialists
Eat in or Take out

516-781-0200
2720 Merrick Rd.
Bellmore
Call 24 Hours

Open 7 Days
Amex • Visa • MC

Your Friendly
Neighborhood
Property Tax
Reducer

File with the leader today and
discover positive results backed by
a commitment to superior quality,
expertise and customer service.

Apply online at
mptrg.com/bulletins
or call 516.715.1223
Hablamos Español

Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction Group, LLC – 483 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516

Full S
Full
Service
ervice
C
Catholic
atholic B
Burial
urial &
Cr
Cremation
emation S
Services
ervices

Sandra Simpson Ins Agency Inc.
Sandra Simpson Agent FSS LUTCF
1268 Wantagh Avenue, Wantagh

Bus 516-221-4242

sandra.simpson.g1dx@statefarm.com

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service
Se habla español
Long Time Par ishioner

w w w. s a n d r a s i m p s o n . n e t

603 Wa
603
W
Wantagh
antagh Avenue
Avenue 2515
Av
2515 N Jerusalem
Jerusalem Road
Roa
W
antag
aghh, NY
NY 11793
11793 East
East M
eadow, N
Y 11554
1155
Wantagh,
Meadow,
NY

((516)
516) 731-5550
731-5550

Fireside Catholic Heritage Edition Bible
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516) 826-1010
826-1010

OsheaFuneral.com
O
sheaFuneral.com

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American Bible Revised Edition
translation is the ideal Catholic Family Bible.
Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and Burgundy padded
cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost of _________ (quantity)
copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____
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Largest Chapel Room in Area • Enlarged Rosary Room

Todd W. Althenn,
licensed funeral director
& pre-need specialist

MERRIBELL LIQUORS

www.csbartholomewandson.com

2160 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore

Insurance Claims & Collision Specialists

ADVANCED AUTO BODY
M-F 8-5, Sat 9-1

Full Auto Glass Done on Premises & Handled Promptly

THE BEST PRICES IN TOWN
CORDIALS - WINES - CHAMPAGNES

826-5959

Phone: (516) 785-1044 Fax: (516) 785-5777 2715 MERRICK RD., BELLMORE (NEAR CORNER OF BEDFORD AVE.)

Kevin Coons

Licensed RE Salesperson

324 Merrick Avenue, Merrick, NY
SignaturePremier.com

cxà|àx YÄÉÜ|áà
Since 1955

opposite LIRR Station
Todd & Debbie Mouzakes- Third Generation

KCoonsSigHomes@gmail.com
Lic./Ins.

S & M Concrete

Patios • Driveways • Sidewalks
All Other Concrete Work

Owned & Operated by Chris Pekoff, Parishioner

2699-2701 Pettit Ave.
Bellmore, NY 11710

N.Y.S. Licensed

Mobile: 516.641.8466
Office: 516.546.6300

(516) 546-4976

Patrick Vitale, LCSW-R, ACSW

(516) 221-3749

(516) 238-1251

Member of The Chamber of Commerce of the Bellmores

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY

100 NORTH VILLAGE AVENUE
SUITE 27
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11570

516-308-0999

2736 Merrick Rd.
Bellmore
Open 7 Days
Extended Hours
Massage | Facial s | Waxing Walk-ins Welcome

handandstone.com

2601 Merrick Rd.

31 MERRICK AVENUE
SUITE 130
MERRICK, NY 11566

Mon-Sat11am-10-pm
Sun: 12pm-9pm

Ph:516 785-5147
Fax: 516-308-4352

WE DELIVER

OʼKEEFE, CPA, LLC
Certified Public Accounting

PERSONAL INCOME TAX,
BUSINESS RETURNS
NOT-FOR-PROFIT

Timothy F. OʼKeefe, CPA, CFP, MA

www.okeefecpallc.com

516-586-4940

375 Fulton St., Farmingdale, NY 11735

AA Realty Inc.

Maureen Hirten Agostinacchio
Licensed Associate Broker
Century 21 AA Realty Parishioner
Cell: 516-524-8306
Call for all your Real Estate Needs

KEE-ZAC PHARMACY

“Compounding Pharmacy For MDS, DDS, VETS”
109 Bedford Avenue

Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-7:00pm
Sat. 9:30am - 4:30pm

Bellmore

(516) 221-4022
Sam Sheth, RPh

516-408-5311

516-679-6228
Open 7 days
oldmillnurseries.com

$10 off any $50 or
more nursey or gift
shop purchase

$2 off propane
exchange

Accepting
All Rx Plans
& Worker’s
Comp

Free Local Deliveries

JOHN ROSSI, JR. AGENCY INC.
Opposite Bellmore Railroad Station
Est. 1973 210 Pettit Avenue
Bellmore

Off.: (516) 785-2526
John@johnrossi.net

Open for Dinner
Catering for all Occasions
Italian/American Cuisine
5 Star Rated

1862 Newbridge Rd., Bellmore

Belair
Care Center

• Providing both short term rehabilitation and long
term care to the community for over 40 years.
2478 Jerusalem Ave.
(516) 826-1160
No. Bellmore, NY 11710 www.belaircarecenter.com

Auto-LifeFire-Health

State Farm Insurance Companies Home Offices: Bloomington Illinois

Bellmore BP
Service Staon

Full Service Gas 7 days
Repair Shop Open 6 days

NYS Inspec#on - Diagnos#cs
Oil Changes - Tune Ups
2798 Merrick Rd.
Bellmore NY

516-785-3151

T & T Gunnery

“ Keep America Strong” God Bless Our Heroes

529 Bedford Ave. Belmore 516-799-8041
Call for Appointment

PAT Licensed
DOLAN
PLUMBING
Master Plumber

We buy, sell and trade all firearms
3778 Merrick Rd., Seaford

CLASSIC REMODELING GROUP

516-221-7380
CRGLI.COM

SIDING • ROOFING • WINDOWS
KITCHENS & BATH
100% Financing

2340 JERUSALEM AVE - NORTH BELLMORE

WANTAGH ABBEY, INC. • A Home For Funerals
Cor. Park Ave. & Beech St. Wantagh
Douglas T. Michalek

516-380-7733

1839 Bellmore Ave.,Bellmore
crginc@hotmail.com
Licensed in Nassau, Suffolk & NYC

798-8943
BELLMORE F U N E R A L H O M E , I N C .

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

781-2022
785-0312
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